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Review
• What was the role of Park Chung Hee and his 

government in the rapid growth of the Korean 
economy after 1962?  

• What is a Chaebŏl? 

• What were some of the positive effects of that rapid 
economic growth? 

• What were some of the negative effects of that 
rapid economic growth? 



Well-known Chaebŏl
• Hyundai: founded by Chung Juyoung

• Samsung (Lee Byung-chul)

• Daewoo (now defunct) Kim Woo Jung

• Lucky-Gold Star (LG)  Koo In-hwoi 

• Ssangyong (Kim Sungkon) Ssangyong 
Motors was recently purchased by an Indian 
company. 



The DPRK
• Economic Decline starting in the 1980s, and then 

economic collapse in the 1990s. 

• Growing isolation from the rest of the world, again 
starting in the 1980s 

• A Communist dynasty:  the third Kim ruler in a row:    
Kim Il Sung  1948-1994 

•     Kim Jung Il     1994-2011 

•     Kim Jung Un   2011---



How have the Kims lasted so 
long?

• Coercion and control of communication 
• Kim Il Sung held legitimacy according to traditional 

criteria, and his son has inherited that legitimacy                 
(paternalistic, nationalistic, and not corrupt--traditionally, 
democracy was not necessary for legitimacy) 

• The state controls the flow of information 
• Fear of the US keeps North Korean population in line 
• Juche provides sacred cover for the government. The 

fervor with which the North Korean express their belief 
in Juche resembles the fervor of extremely religious 
people. 



North Korean economic 
policies

• The government makes economic policy, and ensures that 
its policy dictates are followed. 

• However, it uses a mixture of ideological and material 
incentives to try to get the people to work hard enough to 
meet government targets. 

• 1958--Chŏllima movement ---speeded up production 

• Chŏngsan-ri and Taean policies:  policy makers and 
managers meet with the masses to get their input before 
issuing directives: farms and factories are run by 
committee made up of party members and experts. 



Reasons for economic 
decline

• still an import-substitution, heavy-industry economy 

• has spent too much on the military 

• loss of trading partners with the fall of Communism 

• has tried to grow rice in soil not suited for rice, and has 
bleached the soil and deforested hillsides 

• lacks foreign exchange for fuel 

• can’t change polities drastically without tarnishing the 
leader’s claim to legitimacy. 



The DPRK and its neighbors

• China--is economically dependent on China. 
Chinese look down on North Koreans 

• Russia--used to be an ally. Now is closer to South 
Korea but the DPRk is trying to get close to Russia 
again.  

• Japan  --never an ally but is more hostile than ever 
because of the North Korean kidnapping of 
Japanese. 



Discussion of Park
• What is the relationship between economic 

development and democracy? 

• Was Park Chung Hee more or less authoritarian than 
Syngman Rhee?  

• Was Park more or less authoritarian after 1972? Did the 
Yushin system have any positive or negative effect on 
economic development? 

• Why was authoritarian rule more successful in South 
Korea than in North Korea? 



Moving away from democracy

Park Chung Hee and Yun Posŏn:  1963 and 
1967
Why did Park and Kim Jong Pil form the 
Democratic Republican Party?
Why did Park have to use non-democratic 
means to normalize relations with Japan 
in 1965?
How did he change the constitution in 
1969  so he could run for 3rd term in 
1971? Who ran against him? Kim Daejung. 



Yusin
1972: Park becomes president for life.
Why did he do that?
Afraid of Kim Daejung, and afraid that the 
US was withdrawing from Asia. 
Only a few people opposed Parks’ 
dictatorship? Why so few?
Economic growth, fear of the North, a lack 
of legitimacy for opposition activity.
Why were so many leaders of the 
democratization movement Christians?



Opposition to Yusin
• Why was Kim Chiha condemned to death by Park’s 

government?  

• Who were the “Five Bandits” he wrote about? (See 
Sources, pp 400-411. 

• Who was Ham Sŏkhŏn?  

• What did he call the history of Korea a history of 
suffering? (Sources, pp 412-16)



Life under Yusin

Authoritarian, not totalitarian: you were free 
to do what you wanted as long as you didn’t 
threaten the government.
Suppression of labour 
1973  Kidnapping of Kim Daejung
1974  Assassination attempt kills Park’s wife
1974   Student Christian Federation incident
1975 People’s Revolutionary Army incident
Churches as sanctuaries for protest



The end of the Park Regime
• Increasing labour unrest in 1979 

• Street demonstrations in Masan in the fall, some 
demonstrators are killed 

• Oct. 26, 1979 CIA chief Kim Chaegyu kills Park. 
Why did he do that? 

• Dec. 12, 1979  General Chun Doohwan seizes 
control of his military with an attack on army 
headquarters in Seoul


